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Fall	
  herbicide	
  treatments	
  have	
  become	
  a	
  fairly	
  common	
  practice	
  for	
  many	
  no-­‐till	
  producers	
  who	
  recognize	
  their	
  value	
  for	
  
managing	
  certain	
  tough	
  winter	
  weeds.	
  The	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University	
  has	
  been	
  conducting	
  studies	
  on	
  fall	
  herbicide	
  application	
  
since	
  1999.	
  Over	
  time	
  they	
  have	
  discovered	
  several	
  benefits	
  to	
  using	
  a	
  fall	
  program	
  combined	
  with	
  a	
  residual	
  spring	
  program.	
  
Most	
  notably,	
  however,	
  they	
  have	
  found	
  that	
  residual	
  herbicides	
  applied	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  tend	
  to	
  disappear	
  over	
  the	
  winter,	
  so	
  it	
  does	
  
not	
  add	
  much	
  value	
  for	
  a	
  farmer	
  to	
  apply	
  residuals	
  in	
  the	
  fall.	
  
	
  
Mark	
  Loux,	
  Extension	
  Specialist,	
  Weed	
  Science	
  at	
  The	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University,	
  recommends,	
  “Farmers	
  shouldn’t	
  spend	
  more	
  
than	
  $8-­‐$10	
  on	
  a	
  fall	
  herbicide	
  program,	
  and	
  should	
  think	
  about	
  applying	
  it	
  towards	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  October	
  through	
  Thanksgiving.	
  
Farmers	
  should	
  then	
  save	
  some	
  money	
  to	
  continue	
  with	
  a	
  residual	
  program	
  in	
  the	
  spring.”	
  
	
  
He	
  said	
  herbicides	
  are	
  applied	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  primarily	
  for	
  control	
  of	
  an	
  existing	
  infestation	
  of	
  winter	
  annuals	
  or	
  marestail,	
  
volunteer	
  wheat,	
  or	
  cool-­‐season	
  perennials	
  such	
  as	
  dandelion,	
  quackgrass,	
  and	
  Canada	
  thistle.	
  He	
  said	
  those	
  are	
  the	
  species	
  
that	
  are	
  most	
  effectively	
  treated	
  by	
  herbicides	
  in	
  the	
  fall.	
  
	
  
Biennials,	
  such	
  as	
  poison	
  hemlock	
  and	
  wild	
  carrot,	
  are	
  most	
  effectively	
  controlled	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  their	
  first	
  year	
  of	
  
growth,	
  when	
  they	
  exist	
  as	
  a	
  low-­‐growing	
  rosette,	
  he	
  says.	
  
	
  
Herbicide	
  resistance	
  is	
  also	
  something	
  that	
  should	
  be	
  of	
  concern	
  for	
  soybean	
  producers.	
  Herbicide-­‐resistant	
  marestail	
  was	
  
found	
  in	
  Ohio	
  in	
  2002,	
  and	
  more	
  than	
  10	
  years	
  later,	
  it	
  is	
  still	
  a	
  battle	
  for	
  farmers.	
  He	
  said	
  marestail	
  has	
  been	
  found	
  in	
  20	
  
percent	
  of	
  the	
  fields	
  in	
  Ohio.	
  	
  He	
  advises	
  that	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  combat	
  this,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  for	
  soybean	
  farmers	
  to	
  get	
  busy	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  
with	
  a	
  herbicide	
  application.	
  
	
  
“It’s	
  essential	
  for	
  producers	
  to	
  complete	
  mid-­‐	
  to	
  late	
  fall	
  application	
  of	
  herbicide	
  on	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  soybeans,	
  assuming	
  they	
  are	
  
doing	
  no-­‐till,”	
  said	
  Loux.	
  

Loux	
  does	
  not	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  necessary	
  to	
  use	
  glyphosate	
  for	
  control	
  of	
  winter	
  annuals,	
  unless	
  winter	
  annual	
  grasses	
  are	
  present.	
  
They	
  can	
  be	
  controlled	
  with	
  combinations	
  of	
  2,4-­‐D	
  and	
  either	
  glyphosate,	
  metribuzin,	
  Canopy,	
  Basis	
  or	
  simazine.	
  



A	
  fall	
  herbicide	
  program	
  ensures	
  a	
  relatively	
  clean	
  seedbed	
  for	
  farmers	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  Plants	
  that	
  overwinter	
  are	
  usually	
  harder	
  
to	
  burndown	
  in	
  the	
  spring,	
  so	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  idea	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  jump	
  on	
  controlling	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  for	
  a	
  better	
  start	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  
	
  


